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Diary of a war: The al-Dalou family's apocalypse
Published Saturday 01/12/2012 (updated) 05/12/2012 11:44
URL: http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=542646

This is the fifth in a series of journal entries documenting life in Gaza during Israel's
Operation Pillar of Cloud.

November 18

Uncertainty's claws severely lacerated a feeling of comfort | thought | had, and on that hill of
injustice, scrambled with adamant, immovable blocks of brutality, the inexorability of the
war's inhumanity reached out to deliver its death notes to the uninformed little innocents and
the elders of the al-Dalou family.

To that family, Nov. 18 marked the end of time. It was the al-Dalou family’s apocalypse.

To many others, including myself, it was a time of questioning the values of a life that's
lifeless. Clutching onto the little faith of smothered humanity within me, | fainted wakefully,
and in a demonic sky with free-flowing arrows of unmerciful death and a sun eclipsed by the
wings of savagery | carelessly floated. Oppressed freedom, aimless hopes, unfulfilled
wishes, suffocated dreams, unachieved goals, unheard screams and voices, pale smiles,
undiscovered paths, and above all, lost and terrified souls were all | could see inside that
prison-like cloud; a Palestinian cloud that has been waiting for the winds of freedom and
justice to blow for more than half a century. Dare anybody have a taste of such a life? That is
the Gazan life in Gaza; the contemporary version of T.S. Elliot's The Waste Land. Except
that April isn’t the cruelest month: in Gaza, November is. And fear isn’t shown to us in "a
handful of dust,” but in "a handful of airstrikes." That's The Waste Land of Gaza being
wasted through the opposites of this life’s values.

November 19

The war entered its sixth day, Nov. 19, and all | could do was count the passing days and
nights. With every minute crawling by, the situation in Gaza kept getting worse, and that
feeling of security that | deluded myself and my family with was fading as the war's heat
escalated. The tunnels area, less than half a mile from my home, was being heavily hit by
F-16 fighter jets, and the balcony of my house became a window of terror my family and |
kept running to with every explosion to see how close those "Pillars of Smoke" were. Then, |
received some shocking news. The American International School in Gaza, where | teach,
was partially damaged in an Israeli raid on a nearby police station. In the 22-day war of
2008-2009, the school was completely destroyed by heavy shelling as Israel claimed
military factions used it as a rocket-launching site. Since then, the school has struggled to
perform its educational mission. It was never rebuilt because of the siege on Gaza and the
difficulties of getting any construction materials into the Gaza Strip. Instead, the school’s
administration rented three buildings over the past four years and proceeded with its mission

to Gazans. And during this war, the mission was again interrupted, and the school had its


http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=542646

share of the destructive power of the war machine. The school's buildings were just an
addition to the many buildings already targeted and demolished in the Gaza Strip -- not to
forget the death toll that was increasing with the careless killing of civilians and kids. And all |
could do was overdose my veins with another unjust shot of sorrow to the existing sorrows
in my heart, and contact my students to make them feel less hopeless about the matter.
That's how the blind giants of wars all over the world are: thirsty for destruction and blood.
And the price for that is the suffering of the innocents.

Ahmed Ferwana is a language and literature teacher at the American International School in

Gaza.

UN welcomes State of Palestine
Published Friday 30/11/2012 (updated) 01/12/2012 16:56
URL: http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=543512

BETHLEHEM (Ma'an) -- The UN General Assembly overwhelmingly approved a resolution
on Thursday to upgrade Palestine to a "non-member state" at the United Nations, implicitly
recognizing a Palestinian state. There were 138 votes in favor, nine against and 41
abstentions. Addressing the assembly in New York ahead of the vote, President Mahmoud
Abbas said the UN bid was the last chance to save the two-state solution. "Sixty-five years
ago on this day, the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 181, which
partitioned the land of historic Palestine into two states and became the birth certificate for
Israel," Abbas told the 193-nation assembly after receiving a standing ovation. "The General
Assembly is called upon today to issue a birth certificate of the reality of the State of
Palestine," he said. The president told the UN that Israel's war on Gaza highlighted the
urgency of ending the Israeli occupation. "It also reaffirmed the Israeli government's
adherence to the policy of occupation, brute force and war,” he said. "We believe that the
international community is standing before the last chance of the two-state solution."

Flood of threats

"We've listened for the last months to the incessant flood of threats in response to our
peaceful, political and diplomatic request in the UN and have watched (Israel's) war on
Gaza," Abbas said. "We haven't heard one word from any Israeli official expressing sincere
concern for the peace process." At least 17 European nations voted in favor of the
Palestinian resolution, including Austria, France, Italy, Norway and Spain. Abbas had
focused his lobbying efforts on Europe, which supplies much of the aid the Palestinian
Authority relies on. Britain, Germany and others chose to abstain. The Czech Republic was
unique in Europe, joining the United States, Israel, Canada, Panama and tiny Pacific Island
states likes Nauru, Palau and Micronesia in voting against the move. Israeli premier
Benjamin Netanyahu immediately condemned Abbas' speech as "hostile and poisonous”,
and full of "false propaganda”. "These are not the words of a man who wants peace,"
Netanyahu also said in a statement released by his office after Abbas spoke. US Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton called the vote "unfortunate and counterproductive,” saying it puts

more obstacles on the path to peace. US Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice
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called for the immediate resumption of peace talks. "The Palestinian people will wake up
tomorrow and find that little about their lives has changed save that the prospects of a
durable peace have only receded,” she said. "The United States calls upon both the parties
to resume direct talks without preconditions on all the issues that divide them and we pledge
that the United States will be there to support the parties vigorously in such efforts,” Rice
said. She added that both parties should "avoid any further provocative actions in the region,
in New York or elsewhere." The move falls short of full UN membership which needs
sanction by the Security Council, where the US wields a veto. But it allows Palestine access

to the International Criminal Court and other international bodies.

Lawyer: Israeli officers tortured Jaradat
Published Sunday 24/02/2013 (updated) 25/02/2013 21:07
URL: http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?1D=568620

HEBRON (Ma'an) -- Israeli officers tortured Arafat Jaradat, a 30-year-old who died Saturday
in Israeli custody, his lawyer and the Ministry of Detainee Affairs said Sunday. Kameel
Sabbagh, a lawyer at the ministry, said he was present at Jaradat's last hearing on Thursday.
The Israeli judge postponed the hearing for 12 days."When | entered the courtroom | saw
Jaradat sitting on a wooden chair in front of the judge. His back was hunched and he looked
sick and fragile. "When | sat next to him he told me that he had serious pains in his back and
other parts of his body because he was being beaten up and hanged for many long hours
while he was being investigated "When Jaradat heard that the judge postponed his hearing
he seemed extremely afraid and asked me if he was going to spend the time left in the cell. |
replied to him that he was still in the investigation period and this is possible and that as a
lawyer | couldn't do anything about his whereabouts at this time."Sabbagh said in a
statement that Jaradat's psychological state was very serious and that he informed the
judge his client had been tortured. The judge ordered that Jaradat should be examined by
the prison doctor but "this didn't happen," the lawyer added.

The Ministry of Detainee Affairs said Israeli interrogators used hanging techniques and
sleep deprivation to torture Jaradat in al-Jalameh prison, a day before he died in Megiddo
prison. Jaradat's family, who have viewed his body, said there were traces of blood on the
body. They rejected Israeli claims that he died of a heart attack. The family said they were
informed that an autopsy on Jaradat's body was complete and would be returned to Hebron
on Sunday evening through the Tarqumiya crossing. A Palestinian doctor and a legal team

from the prisoners ministry were present at the autopsy.
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2013: The year in review
Published Thursday 02/01/2014 (updated) 06/01/2014 09:35
URL: http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?1D=661944

BETHLEHEM (Ma'an) -- In a year which saw continued regional backlash from the events of
the Arab Spring, Palestine remained caught between regional dynamics, internal divisions,
and Israel's continued occupation.

Embattled Syrian President Bashar Assad continued to hold power as 2013 became the
bloodiest year in the country's conflict. In Egypt, the military ousted elected President
Mohamed Morsi and increased restrictions on the besieged Gaza Strip, frequently closing
the Rafah crossing and destroying hundreds of smuggling tunnels.

For Palestine, a return to peace talks brought little respite from the daily struggles of the
occupation, as Israeli military forces killed a record high number of Palestinians in the West
Bank. In Gaza, violent storms exacerbated the already dire infrastructure of the coastal

territory after six years of an Israeli blockade.

March

US President Barack Obama arrived in the region for his first visit to Israel and Palestine
since entering the White House in 2009. The visit, which largely addressed Israeli concerns,
began with a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem before
traveling to Ramallah to meet with President Abbas and to briefly visit Bethlehem's Church
of the Nativity. Palestinian activists installed billboards in Ramallah and Bethlehem to
highlight the fact that Palestinians have been deprived of the right to have 3G
telecommunication technology because they compete with Israeli companies. Palestinian
Authority police scuffled with scores of demonstrators protesting against Obama's visit, as
thousands of security officers were deployed in Jerusalem and the West Bank bringing the
area to a virtual standstill.

May

Thousands of people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip marked the 65th anniversary of the
Nakba, an event which saw hundreds of thousands of Palestinians displaced from their
homes in what is now Israel. Sirens were sounded for 65 seconds in the West Bank to mark
the start of celebrations, with thousands of people gathering in Ramallah, Nablus, Qalqiliya,
and other West Bank cities. "The right to return does not become invalid or ineffective as
time passes, because this right is the core of the Palestinian plight,” PLO official Wasil Abu
Yousif said while addressing crowds at Yasser Arafat's tomb. In the Gaza Strip, faction
leaders addressed thousands of people who had gathered in the streets, calling for unity in
the Palestinian leadership as a number-one priority.

June

Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians cheered on 23-year-old singer Muhammad Assaf,
the Gaza native who won the popular Arab Idol reality TV singing contest. Assaf not only
won the title -- the first for a Palestinian -- but he was also named the UN's first Palestinian

refugee goodwill ambassador. He was chosen to serve as Palestine refugee agency
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UNRWA's first-ever regional youth ambassador. Upon the announcement of his win,
thousands of Palestinians across the occupied West Bank and Gaza celebrated in the
streets.

July

After months of prodding, US Secretary of State John Kerry announced that an agreement
had been reached between the Israelis and Palestinians for the basis to resume Middle East
peace talks. The talks had broke down years earlier over the issue of Israeli settlements
being built on Palestinian land. "I'm pleased to announce that we've reached an agreement,"”
Kerry told reporters. But opponents of the decades-long peace process blasted the PLO for
conceding to American pressure, while demonstrators crowded Palestinian cities to demand
an end to the negotiations before they began. Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum said the
return to negotiations was a "disaster” and a cover for the Israeli agenda of Judaization,
settlement building and the displacement of Palestinians. "Stopping political reconciliation
(with Fatah in exchange for) negotiations between the PA and Israel is very dangerous,” he
said at the time. To reassure their publics, leaders from both Israel and Palestine promised
any peace agreement would be subject to a referendum.

August

In a gesture to the Palestinian Authority to encourage the resumption of peace negotiations
the same summer, the Israeli government released a first batch of veteran Palestinian
prisoners who had been imprisoned since before the Oslo Accords of 1994. The 26
constituted the first batch of a total of 104 long-term Palestinian prisoners, including those
with Israeli citizenship, to be freed in four stages, depending on progress in the talks. The
decision to free the prisoners -- most of whom had been convicted of violent attacks against
Israelis -- angered the families of those killed in assaults, but the Israeli government rejected
appeals from victims' relatives. Israel, in a bid to placate right-wing voters and lawmakers
who opposed the releases, announced plans to increase settlement building in the occupied
territories during the same period.

October

Incidents of violence between Israeli settlers and Palestinians in the occupied West Bank
dotted the month of October. Settlers regularly attacked farmers during the olive harvest,
injuring dozens of Palestinians and uprooting hundreds of olive trees. Various incidents
were also documented in which settlers threw stones and damaged Palestinian vehicles in
the West Bank. Meanwhile, Israeli media reported at least two cases in which Palestinians
hurled improvised explosive devices at settler buses, in one case a school bus, which
caused damages but no injuries. Additionally, on Oct. 11, a retired Israeli army colonel was
beaten to death and his wife was injured in their West Bank home by suspected Palestinian
assailants. Through the violence, peace talks between Palestinian and Israeli negotiators
trudged on, as Israel released 26 veteran Palestinian prisoners at the end of the month and

simultaneously announced the construction of thousands of new settlement homes.
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